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ABSTRACT

This short interview reports on the experience of Rizky Merdietio Boedi (PhD) — a forensic expert
and Assistant Professor at the Department of Legal Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Universitas
Diponegoro, Indonesia. Prof. Boedi graduated at the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium (MSc)
and at the University of Dundee, United Kingdom (PhD). He is an expert in the field of age estimation,
has broad practical experience in Disaster Victim Identification, advanced knowledge of statistics
and several studies in the forensic field.
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RESUMO

A presente entrevista resumida retrata a experiéncia de Rizky Merdietio Boedi (PhD) — perito forense
e Professor Assistente no Departamento de Medicina Legal, Faculdade de Medicina, Universitas
Diponegoro, Indonesia. O Professor Boedi se formou pela Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Bélgica
(MSc) e pela University of Dundee, Reino Unido (PhD). Ele é experiente no campo de estimativa de
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idade, possui ample experiéncia pratica em identificacdes de vitimas de desastres em massa,
possui conhecimento avangado em estatistica e inimeros estudos no campo forense.

Descritores: Ciéncias forenses; Medicina legal; Odontologia legal.

INTERVIEW

1) What made you choose this career path?

R: I was inspired by my parents' careers, as my dad has a diploma in forensic medicine and
my mom is a dentist. Initially | chose to become a dentist, but later | thought, "hey, why not
both?" So here | am as a forensic odontologist.

2) What was your most intriguing case?

R: Most of my field work is in mass disaster DVI cases, so the "evolution" of the case can
sometimes come out of nowhere, and is surely intriguing. | was deployed in Palu for a DVI
operation due to a tsunami. On the first week, the victims were still just the tsunami victims.
However, as the operation progressed, we found multiple suicide cases and it is growing
day by day. We presumed that it was due to their loneliness and hopelessness, as the
suicide victim relatives were mostly already identified (and the suicide victims were already
informed days before they were found dead) and found dead.

3) How do you see the forensic odontology in twenty years (the scientific perspective of it,
with new inventions and discoveries)?

R: I think forensic odontology (FO) will acquire so much new methodology and approaches
whilst finding a way to utilize a new evidence or modality. Even so, | also presume that every
improvement that we get as an FO in terms of methods will need more expertise from us the
FOs, so the skill ceiling will be higher to be qualified as an FO in twenty years.

4) What difficulties do you think people that are studying to be a forensic, should be prepared
to face?

R: The number of statistics in the field! | was really naive when | thought | would be studying
only DVI and other cool identification stuffs, but every analysis and research we do boils
down to the statistical analysis (and maths, a lot of maths). So be prepared to study (at least)
intermediate statistics materials when you want to start becoming an FO.

5) How can you explain the forensic odontology in Indonesia?

R: It is currently accelerating fast. Last year we had the first clinical master course in FO,
and this year we are implementing a basic FO module integrated into the undergraduate
dental curriculum. This means that the FO dentist will be recognized clearly as a professional
in Indonesian medical system, and general dentist will have a basic knowledge in FO, which
can be helpful in DVI situations.

6) What were your fears when you first started to study forensic science?
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R: It is to see the deceased, but after a while the uneasy feeling starts to disappear. Please
don't be afraid to seek professional help if this also happens to you.

7) What country would you go to study or work as a forensic odontologist?

R: From my perspective, some countries have their own preference in teaching FO based
on their approach and they are all great universities. For example, FO in Japan primarily
driven by genetics, expect a lot of DNA studies, in Belgium it is driven by dental age
estimation and statistics, and in Australia by forensic anthropology. So many options and
great place to study and work as a FO! But, if you want to become more of a practical FO
— not a researcher, maybe a police/military will be better.

8) Do you plan to come to Brazil at least once?

R: Of course! | have heard great stories of the nature, cities, food and music in Brazil. Aside
from that, it will be great to also study or attending an FO conference there as there’s so
many great universities that deliver world class FO research.

9) What is the forensic topic you like the most?

R: Dental age estimation. | am not a good writer or speaker, and it is sometimes hard to
convey what | mean. But in dental age estimation, everything has their own numbers, model,
and error rate. So it is easier for me to communicate my research. Although this subject kind
of shatters my “cool” expectation as an FO. | thought | will be solving cases in the field,
looking cool and all, but here | am staring at my computer for hours trying to fix my statistical
code.

10) Finally, what suggestions do you have for upcoming students?

R: Aside from point 4, | think FO for the public was mostly portrayed in two different faces:
the perfect identification form or as a junk science. The upcoming students’ needs to know
that FO is not perfect, but it is also not a false science. So, study well until you know its
limitation.
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